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Washington, D.C. 20231 ^ 
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EQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 




Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated June 13, 2001, 
Applicants respectfully request reconsideration. Claims 1-6 are 
pending in this application. Claims 1, 5 and 6 are the independent 
claims . 

k In the Office Action, Claims 1-6 were rejected as being 

unpatentable over Hudson (GB 2,329,541) in view of U.S. Patent 
5,175,373 (Johnson). 

Applicants note that Hudson has a publication date of March 
24, 1999. The present application claims priority to EPO 
98201510.9, filed on May 8, 1998. A certified copy of the EPO 
document has been filed with the USPTO. Accordingly, the Office 
Action *s reliance on Hudson as effective prior art is improper and 
withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 
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In view of the foregoing remarks. Applicants respectfully 
request favorable reconsideration and early passage to issue of the 
present application . 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached by 
telephone at the number given below. 

Respectfully submitted, 



By_ 



Tony E. Piotrowski 
Reg. 42,080 
(914) 333-9609 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited this date 
with the United States Postal Service as first-class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



On 
By_ 
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